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A perfect place for wildflowers?

There have been many ideas on how to improve the wildlife value of Brockwell Park, 
one of the largest and most popular open spaces in Lambeth and London. One idea 
that began to develop as far back as 2011 was improving the biodiversity of a patch 
of steeply sloped land next to the Brockwell Lido, which resides within the north-
eastern part of the park. As is often the case, this idea came from the ground itself 
as the Lido is enveloped by approximately 600 square metres of nutrient poor soils, 
which happens to be the ideal environment for native wild flowers to thrive – so why 
not create a wildflower slope next to the Lido?

Why a wildflower slope?

Because of growing national concern 
for the future of our native butterflies 
and bees, as well as newts, frogs, and 
birds, a native wildflower slope would 
contribute by providing them with 
new ‘home’ that could make a small 
difference to their eventual survival.

The slope would become an important 
bit in the ‘green jigsaw’ that exists within 
Brockwell Park, enabling wild plants and 
animals to find food and shelter but also 
move around the rest of the park or into 
other surrounding areas of land. The 
actual slope is 85 metres long and 6-7 
metres deep at some points, providing 
around 609 square metres of potential 
wildlife habitat but also a challenge 
in how to prepare and maintain it for 
others to use and enjoy.

For the Brockwell Biodiversity Group 
(BBG), which had already been 

successful in securing funding to 
create a new perimeter native 
hedge for the western side 
of Brockwell Park, this also 

seemed the natural ‘next 
step’, one which could 

involve other partners in 
the creation of a new 

feature that provided 
colour and variety to 
the park and benefit 
all who use it.



Success! Wildflowers for all

The wildflower seed began to show 
from early June 2013 and continued 
right throughout the following summer 
months. The slope has proved a huge 
success, and apart from its obvious 
visual beauty it has attracted a wide 
variety of different pollinating insects 
including bees (honey, bumble and 
solitary), butterflies, hoverflies and more.

From concept to creation

To make things happen, the 
Brockwell Lido Users (BLU), Friends 
of Brockwell Park, Herne Hill Society 
and Herne Hill Forum all contributed 
toward the project’s costs of £800. 
The Conservation Volunteers 
(TCV), a national environmental 
organisation, was commissioned to 
prepare the ground around the Lido 
slope over the winter months.

Preparing the Lido slope for the new 
habitat included the breaking up and 
removal of lumps of concrete and 
builder’s rubble, and introduction of a 
quantity of crushed chalk to help create 
ideal conditions for a ‘poor soil’ as well 
as hand removal of invasive plants. 

Over eight Sundays volunteers helped 
removed pernicious weeds including 
thistle, creeping buttercup, couch grass 
and other debris. A number of carefully 
planned treatments with herbicide 
were necessary to ensure eradication 
of troublesome weeds, and prior to 
wildflower seed sowing the ground was 
lightly rotavated to loosen the soil and 
create a fine ‘tilth’.

Sowing of wildflower seed was to 
originally take place as part of a “DIG 
the Park” community volunteering 
programme in March 2013, but 
temperatures at this time were very low 
indeed with snow still on the slope! It 
ended up as Good Friday 2013 being 
the final opportunity to sow seed and a 
large number of volunteers of all ages 
came to take part and assist.

Educational and community benefits 
of wildflower meadows

The project has provided opportunities 
for so many, including developing new 
skills in the park’s regular horticultural 
and conservation volunteers. The 
educational value of the slope has 
encouraged local primary schools 
to visit and engage in a number of 
activities; it was the focus of the 
Sustainable Schools Forum’s ‘Empty 
Classroom Day’ initiative on 6th July 
2013, with over 300 school children 
enjoying and using the slope as part 
of a national ‘learning outside the 
classroom’ day.



The new wildflower slope has also 
engaged with local people and 
communities through many other 
different ways, including:

• Studying and re-engaging with 
wildflowers, what they look like, 
how they fit in within an urban park, 
and what they attract, including 
observation, art and botanical studies;

• Creating green corridors and 
building links with other improved 
wildlife sites within and around the 
park including the newly planted 
native mixed wildlife hedges;

• Opportunities to monitor or evaluate 
wildflower plant species and their 
development;

• Working with other stakeholders 
to build cohesive and supportive 
partnerships, including supporting 
wildlife projects such as “Bees for 
Everyone”, which is run by the Bee 
Conservation Trust;

• Supporting the Brockwell 
Biodiversity Group to undertake 
new projects which benefit the 
present and future wildlife value of 
the park;

• Appreciation and interest in the 
visual impact and aesthetics of the 
new wildflower slope and the benefit 
this brings to all general park users;

• The conservation benefits of the 
new wildflower slope.

The conservation benefits of the 
new wildflower slope 

A nationwide resurgence of interest in 
native wildflowers, driven by concerns 
over the increasing threat to or loss of 
our native plant species is encouraging 
the reintroduction of these plants. A key 
aspect of this drive is preparing sites to 
cultivate them, alongside an urgent need 
to also providing sources of rich nectar 
plants for pollinating insects, many 
of which are equally under enormous 
threat of decline or loss. The new 
wildflower slope is a part of this national 
initiative and is helping provide solutions 
at a local level.

This project has also helped reintroduce 
wildflowers to the park (where at one 
time they may have been present) and 
helps people re-engage with the rich 
historical and heritage value wild plants 
play within our cultures, an aspect which 
is often overlooked.

The project helps deliver the Lambeth 
Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) which 
supports, develops and provides 
protection of rare and threatened 
habitats. The project also contributes 
to London-wide actions on ‘Green 
Corridors’, providing sustained support 
for all species through habitat protection 
and creation, as enshrined in the 
London Biodiversity Plan, the Mayor of 
London’s Biodiversity Strategy and the 
London Plan.

This year 2013 the wildflower slope 
won a prestigious third place for 
Lambeth and the park having been 
entered into the London in Bloom’s 
‘Meadows Award’ category. Together 
with the London 2012 Changing 
Places Programme, recognising the 
role wildflowers now play in the colour 
and variety of our public parks and 
greenspaces. The London Wildlife 
Trust and other partners have recently 
launched the ‘Mad about Meadows’ 
project, which aims to protect and 
increase meadow habitat across 
London, and the new slope is included 
in this scheme to show what can be 
done, how and why.
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