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The aim of this project is to improve biodiversity and 
amenity within Brockwell Park by planting a native wildlife 
hedge or ‘green corridor’ around its boundaries. The 
hedge, which is predominantly mixed native species, is 
planted in double rows to maximise value for wildlife in order 
to provide food and shelter for a wide range of species.



Project partners and contractors 

Brockwell Park Community Partners 
(BPCP), who are the community 
stakeholders for the restoration and 
management of Brockwell Park, applied 
to Veolia Environment Trust and Biffa 
Award for funding to deliver the project, 
and were successful in October 2011 
by securing nearly £20,000 from 
both funders. The funding from both 
organisations enabled the planting of 
over 800 linear metres of mixed-species 
native hedging along the western 
boundary of Brockwell Park. The Trust 
for Conservation Volunteers (TCV), a 
national environmental organisation, 
managed the project.

Timetable

Works began on site in November 
2012, and included clearance of scrub, 
preparation of soils, planting and 
mulching, with about 24 volunteer days 
to complete. As well as volunteers from 
TCV park users were invited to take part 
in this ambitious project.

Because local conditions across 
Brockwell Park varied considerably 
a diverse mix of hedge species were 
chosen, but the emphasis was on plants 

tolerating both open and partial shade, 
and which provided rich food sources 
for wildlife such as hawthorn, hazel, field 
maple, dog rose, spindle, cherry plum, 
holly and cotoneaster. A total of 4,000 
hedge shrubs were planted giving a 
population which can be sustained over 
the hedge’s lifetime.

Milestones and Outcomes

Although poor weather conditions 
affected the number of local volunteers, 
TCV staff and volunteers were able to 
deal with this challenge and the hedge 
was completed on 28th February 2013 
to specification, on time and on budget. 
The following sections of Brockwell Park 
were planted, making up a total of 845 
metres of new native hedge.

A grand total of 33 workdays, each 
lasting about 6 hours, were used to 
prepare and plant the hedge which 
equated to a total of 198 hours; the 
average number of people at work on 
each day was estimated at 6 people, 
which equates to 1,188 man hours or 
198 work days. If the ‘in-kind’ value of a 
volunteer is calculated at £50/day, then 
the total ‘in-kind’ value of volunteering to 
deliver this particular project is estimated 
at £9,900, which makes up almost 
50% of the total funded grants – an 
impressive achievement.

Stage One 
Cressingham Estate boundary  
387 metres of hedge 

Stage Two

Tulse Hill Estate boundary   
162 metres of hedge

Stage Three

Brailsford Road boundary  
228 metres of hedge

Stage Four

Brixton Water Lane boundary   
68 metres of hedge

Hedge line before planting Some of the newly planted hedge shrubs   

Preparation of ground Volunteers in the freezing snow!
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Sustainability 

All hedges, whether mixed, native 
or ornamental, and whether new or 
old, need regular maintenance in 
order to thrive and develop. Therefore 
regular volunteer workdays, led by 
experienced staff and volunteers, will 
be used to help maintain, clear and lay 
the new hedge on a regular basis each 
year. The new hedge will be assessed 
annually to measure its development, 
condition, species composition and 
how it contributed to the overall 
biodiversity of Brockwell Park, as well 
as Lambeth and London as a whole.

All information gathered will be recorded 
with BARS (the UK Biological Activity 
Reporting System) and GiGL (the 
London Biological Records Centre) and 
reported to other local stakeholders. 
In addition, regular project updates will 
continue to be sent to funders as well as 
those with an interest in its protection, 
use and development.

Beneficiaries of the Project 

The principal partners in the project were 
Brockwell Park Community Partners, 
Friends of Brockwell Park, London Borough 
of Lambeth (Parks and Open Spaces), 
Veolia ES Lambeth Landscapes and TCV, 
but the general public is without doubt the 
main beneficiary. Our many visitors will be 
able to see and enjoy the new hedge, as 
well as use it for a wide variety of activities 
such as supporting education, training 
and environmental awareness.

The “Brockwell Park Biodiversity Working 
Group”, comprised of representatives of 
all the main partners. The Group acted 
as project management body overseeing 
progress, participating in preparing 
contract specifications, commissioning 
contractors, and agreeing locations for 
the new hedge. They monitored project 
delivery, recruited volunteers, planted, 
promoted the project and its outcomes, 
and helped sell the benefits to the wider 
community.
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