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Thanks to Lottery funding, the efforts of the Community Partners, Lambeth staff, consultants and contractors the main 
works to restore the wider landscape and features of Brockwell Park have now been completed.  This booklet highlights 
the key changes that have been delivered and is a reminder of the journey undertaken and what has been achieved.

We sincerely hope that visitors to the park are pleased with the outcome.

Introduction



BEFORE
Norwood Lodge

The Grade II listed Norwood Lodge was built as a Gate Keeper’s Lodge 
for Brockwell Estate in 1812.  It was then used as a café when the 
land became public in 1892, and later as accommodations for park 
staff. The Lodge had long been abandoned to dereliction and squatters 
before the restoration project began.  It is now lovingly restored and 
fully refurbished with a new kitchen, toilet, back garden, and three 
community rooms and is leased to Brockwell Community Partners to 
use as their ‘home’ and as the base for their community-led activities 
in the Park.



AFTER



BEFORE
Shelters

The original Victorian park shelters had fallen derelict and become unattractive. 
Each has now been refurbished and restored with the help of specialist 
conservation architects. They are once again practical shelters from our 
unpredictable skies and attractive reminders of an earlier era in the history of 
London’s parks.



AFTER



BEFORE
Railings & Entrances

As an important part of the restoration, the boundaries and entrances to the park 
have been restored as much as possible. New railings have been installed along 
Dulwich Road, stretching from Herne Hill to the Lido.  The degraded entrances at 
Brixton Water Lane, the Lido and Arlingford Road have been replaced or refurbished 
using specialist craftsmen.  These improvements not only improve the appearance 
of the park but enhance the surrounding streetscape. 



AFTER



BEFORE
Site Furniture

Broken benches, poor signage and rusting bins always 
make a park appear uncared for. This restoration has 
provided for new signage throughout the park, including 
dedicated entrance signs for all thirteen park entrances, 
high quality map panels and information cabinets, and 
new and additional benches and bins replacing all the 
worn out and damaged park furniture.



AFTER



BEFORE
Children’s Playground

The new enlarged playground has been designed to 
incorporate multi-play ability and be accessible to a wide 
range of children.  Built with mostly timber equipment 
and including many trees to provide shade and new 
planting with interesting textures and scents the award-
winning playground blends perfectly into the natural 
environment.



AFTER



BEFORE
Ponds & Bridges

Laid out as a series of artificial concrete-lined ponds 
during the Victorian era, including a popular swimming 
lake with diving board, the ponds were fed by a natural 
spring that rises by the walled garden and flows (very 
minimally now) down to join the culverted River Effra 
by Brixton Water Lane. The restoration has focused on 
a major overhaul of the ponds and their surroundings 
which had become rather dense, inaccessible, silted 
and overgrown. Works have included the addition of 

three new wooden bridges, a viewing platform, the 
restoration of Sexby’s cascades and the introduction 
of a water recirculation system. The ponds have also 
been drained, desilted and refilled, with extensive new 
planting around the ponds and new aquatic planting 
introduced to provide a rich fresh water habitat.



AFTER
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BEFORE
Sand & Water Play

After many years of fine service the old paddling pool has been replaced with a new sand 
and water play area that combines a natural-form sand pit and boulders with a new paddling 
pool with water jets and a rivulet with manually operated pumps and weirs. Quality seating, 
planting and lawns within the fenced play area provide additional amenity for families 
and groups of children. The sand and water play area provides a safe, collaborative and 
imaginative play experience for young children and unlike the old paddling pool does not 
discharge chemical laden water into the ponds.



AFTER



BEFORE
The Walled Garden

Originally the working kitchen garden for the Brockwell Estate, the Walled Garden was redesigned by 
Sexby into an ornamental flower garden when the estate became a public park in 1892, becoming the first 
of a series of 10 such gardens in London’s public parks. As part of the restoration, the ‘crazy’ York stone 
paths, the terracotta ‘rope’ edgings, the pergolas, arbors, entrances and the central pond and fountain 
have all been carefully restored by craftspeople to secure the future of this much loved, quiet and peaceful 
space.



AFTER



BEFORE
The Temple

The Temple was built in 1813 around the same time as the main Hall. 
Conceived as a folly in John Blades Georgian estate and used as little 
more than for public toilets in the public park era, the Temple had 
become almost completely derelict in recent years.  Using conservation 
architects, the Temple has undergone extensive building repairs 
including the restoration of the portico, columns and York stone plinth.  
The nearby male and female toilets have been completely refurbished 
and a new easy access toilet constructed.  The newly restored Temple 
is now a community asset with a kitchen and several rooms and a door 

opening through into the Walled Garden, offering hireable space for community groups or special 
events.



AFTER



BEFORE
Path & Drainage Works

Considerable efforts have been made to improve park 
drainage, gullies and pathways. Whilst some of these 
efforts are underground and so less visible, with hundreds 
of metres of new land drains, thousands of metres of 
newly surfaced paths and dozens of new gullies installed, 
pathways and grass areas throughout the park should be 
drier, smoother and more accessible throughout the year.



AFTER



BEFORE
Planting

The restoration of the park brought the opportunity to consider the wider tree planting within the 
park, and to tackle overgrown shrubs and renew perennial planting. A number of new native trees 
have been planted to enhance and provide longevity to the parkland setting. Thousands of bulbs 
have been planted in swathes within the grass which should hopefully naturalise. Many overgrown 
shrubs have been removed or pruned and new fresh planting added. Extensive planting for wildlife 
and biodiversity has been added particularly around the ponds, within the new playgrounds, 
alongside paths, and in the form of new hedgerows.



AFTER



BEFORE
Community Green Houses

Formerly a depot area for the Park, the Community Greenhouses have been run by a volunteer-led 
horticultural growing and training project since 1996.  New improvements through the restoration 
include a new community building that incorporates a kitchen and easy access toilet facility, 
new paths, new boundary railings, watering points and outside sinks. The improved set-up has 
impressed grant funders and has helped secure the recruitment of 3 grant funded staff members. 
The number of events, classes, volunteers and visitors at the centre is on the up-and-up, all of 
which enhances community cohesion and local growing and wildlife knowledge.
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New Signage

A comprehensive redesign 
of all the signage for the 
park was included. New 
signs were made for all 
thirteen entrances to the 
park, with ‘heads up’ maps 
and information display 
cabinets. Interpretation 
panels describing some 
of the park’s history and 
ecology were added, and 
new guideline signage for 
the playgrounds and other 
facilities were provided.



AFTERAcknowledgements
Thank you to:
The Organisations

The Funders
The BIG Lottery
The Heritage Lottery Fund
London Borough of Lambeth

The Design Team
Landscape Architects:  LUC (Lead Consultants)
Architects:  Richard Griffiths Architects (RGA)
Quantity Surveyors:  Heritage Cost Consultants (HCC)
Mechanical and Electrical Engineers:  ENG Design
Hydrological Engineers:  Peter Brett Associates
CDMC: Fred Hurr

The Contractors
Blakedown Landscapes Ltd (Main Contractor)
Telson Construction
The Fountain Workshop
Metalcraft
Browse Bion

Booklet designed by LUC
All photographs copyright LUC 2013 unless noted

The People

Heritage Lottery Fund
Simona Spoglianti (Senior Grants Officer)
Stewart Harding (Project Monitor)

Design Team
LUC - Adrian Wikeley, Elizabeth Jackson, Claire Greener, 
Alison King, Ben Shakespeare
RGA - Richard Hill, Pablo Rimoldi
HCC - Andrew Kirk, Chris Colyer
Eng Design - Martin Dow, Alex Elliot
PBA - Ed Turner, Naomi Ashcroft
CDMC - Fred Hurr
Ken Burlton

The Contractors
Blakedown - Paul Hook, Gavin Berthoud, Paul Cooney, 
Fred Aka
The Fountain Workshop - Ian Kirkpatrick, Ben Hampshire
Metalcraft - David Sugarman
Browse Bion - Sheila Browse

Community Partners / FoBP
Derek Hoare, Ann Kingsbury, Susy Hogarth, Matt 
Allgood, Laura Morland, Peter Bradley, Noshir Patel

Lambeth Council
Trevor Uprichard, Theresa Hoare, Paul Carter
Iain Boulton, Patrick Driscall

Veolia Environmental
Donald Campbell, Cliff Waldron


