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Hatch turns business 
ideas into reality 
BY BOBBIE LAKHERA 
Aged 18 to 30, living in Lambeth with 
plans to be your own boss? If you 
have a promising business idea but 
need support to push it forward, the 
new Hatch. enterprise incubator could 
help you turn your dream venture -
into a reality. 

Budding entrepreneurs are being 
invited to Hatch's launch event on 
Thursday September 4 ( 6.30-8.30 pm) 
at Impact Hub Brixton in Lambeth 
Town Hall. This is an opportunity 
to find out how Hatch could support 
your enterprising ideas, as well 
as hear from established 
entrepreneurs as they share their own 
start-up experiences. 

The launch and networking 
evening will see the incubator, based 
on Coldharbour Lane, formally open 
its call for applications for its second 

cohort of Lambeth entrepreneurs. 
This follows their pilot group, known 
as the Y-Project, who finished 
the first programme pitchfug for 
investment at a Dragon's Den style 
event in July. 

Dirk Bischof, CEO of One Planet 
Ventures, said: "It's no surprise that 
more and more 18 to 30 year olds go 
it alone. Youth unemployment in the 
UK is three times that of those over 
30. Helping people build their. own 
enterprise is our way of tackling these 
economic issues. 

"Hatch is both a space and a 
programme for young entrepreneurs 
in Lambeth, to get the help they 
need starting-up. We did some 
pilot training and we figured out 
what support. actually works for this 
age group." 
www.hatch-incubator.org 
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Park changing ro9ms are to . 
become an 9utdoor 'sports hub' 
The council recently agreed to 
a proposal to demolish the long
abandoned Brockwell Park changing 
room block. 

The Brockwell Park Community 
Partners (BPCP) voted through 
plans in June to demolish the 
empty block, first built in 1926, 
and turn it into an outdoor "space 
for community-led sports facilities." 
This was then presented to a meeting 
of the council's Asset Investment 
Management Group in July when 
officers agreed .to the proposal. 

The BPCP group plans to 
landscape the area and install'sports 
equipment, such as exercise bars or 
even a ping pong table, once the 
building is demolished. There are 
also long-term proposals to erect a 
modular building for sports classes 
such as yoga and pilates. 

Ann Kingsbury, Chair of the 
BPCP, said it was decided that "the 
[outdoor] space would be more 
useful to the community at large than 
the changing block". If refurbished, 
she said, the building would have 
been managed by a leisure company 
and would not have had open access 

for the community. 
The costs for a full refurbishment 

of the block were also "absolutely 
prohibitive", said Ann Kingsbury. 
While the current plan is costed at 
roughly£600,000, a redevelopment 
of the building would be at least £1 
million, without taking into account 
refurbishment and operating costs. 

A spokesperson for Lambeth 
council said: "The next stage of 
the process will be to produce a 
delegated report recommending 
the demolition and once the report 
is approved we will then need to 
apply for planning permission to 
demolish the changing room block 
and appoint a contractor." 
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