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1 St Matthews Project alive and kicking I 0 years on 
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BY LAURA DICKINSON 

The St Matthew's Project was only 
ever .supposed to be a six week kick
about in the summer holidays. 10 
years on, it's become one ofLambeth's 
most enduring community sports 
groups, making a real impact on kids 
throughout Brixton. 

"Once you get involved in 
something like this, it's very difficult 

• · to walk away;' says founder Lee 
• Dema. "There were times in the early 
• days when I thought I couldn't do it. 

But once you go through those doors, 
there's no turning your back on all 
those kids who depend on you:' 

St Matthew's now has more than 300 
local boys and girls on their roll, with 
over 150 playing and training week 
in, week out. The club provides free 
football training in Brockwell Park 
and Ferndale Sports Centre for young 
people from St Matthew's, Tulse Hill 
and other estates throughout Brixton. 

"It belongs to all the young people 
of Brixton, of Lambeth," explains 
Lee. "We're even getting some young 
guys from north Brixton, which is 

encouraging because south Brixton 
was previously 'no go territory' for 
them. It's good that they feel safe 
enough.to come here." 

The St Matthew's Project provides 
courses and training for some of the 
older players too. Now established 
with a classroom in the bowls pavilion 
in Brockwell Park, players can gairi 
NVQs and other training courses. 
Last year marked the first tiine that 
a FA Training Level Two was offered. 

The young players are quick to 
tell what they like about being a 
St Matthew'~ Project player. "They 
coach you really good. It makes you 
better;' explains Rhys, aged 10. "They 
introduce loads of new skills." 

"Some teams you have to spend 
money to train with them, but here 
it's free," says 14-year-old Andre. "I 
tell my mates about it and they come 
and they like it:' 

"It makes you better as a person, 
like self-discipline;: he adds. "It 
teaches you health stuff and coaching. 
That's what I'm going to do when I'm 

· 16. I want to be a coach." 
This year, the St Matthew's Project 

celebrates its tenth anniversary and 
has planned a series of celebrations 
to raise awareness among Brixton 
locals about the club and what it does. 

·:we just really want people to know 
that we're here," says Lee. "I think a 
lot of people probably just walk past 
us in the park, every Saturday, see 
our kids playing in black and blue 
stripes, but don't know who we are:' 

"We work with some of the most 
disadvaritaged kids in Lambeth, in 
the country;' he continues. l\ll our 
activities are free and we've been 
doing this for 10 years. Come and 
see what we do and support us." 

The celebrations kicked off with a 
special performance by Light lJp The 
House in Brockwell Park whi<;h, to 
mark World Cup year, told the story 
of the history of Brazilian football 
through capoeira. In an unusual yet 
captivating performance, the dancers 
highlighted issues of race and class 
in Brazil, as well as the beauty of the 

Brazilian game. 
The performance was supported by 

Brockwell Park Community Partners, 
which is keen to show the dlversity 
of activities and groups who use the 
park. "We want to showcase what's 
good about the park, to get people 
irito the park and using it;' says Matt 
Allgo.od, treasurer. 

"You have to think about what 
would be happening if the St Matthew's 
Project wasn't there and what those 
kids would be doing if they weren't in 
football," adds Matt. "They've done 
a terrific job by bringing kids from 
different areas together:' 

It hasn't been short of challenges 
in its 10-year history. Only recently 
have they managed to gain use of the 
Ferndale Sports Centre for free after 
a nine-year battle. 

They'd also like more support 
from Lambeth council. They've been 
granted use of the bowls pavilion in 
Brockwell Park but ideally they'd 
like a lease. "The council have been 
helpful but we need a lease because 

If you enjoyed your read today, please give us a hand and support our project! 
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Far left: Light 
Up The House's 
capoeira 
performance in 
Brockwell Park 
to mark the 
tenth anni
versary of the 
St Matthew's 
Project. Left: 
The Project 
brings kids 
together each 
week. Picture by 
Alistair Hall 

we need a solid base to continue and 
to grow." 

Funding too is a continual 
challenge. "It's difficult when you're in 
a borough that's got no money and all 
your activities are free. How do you 
generate income? It's a big problem 
for a lot of groups like us." 

I ask Lee what he'd have said 10 
years ago if he knew St Matthew's 
would become what it has become: 
"I guess it's become my destiny or 
something. People are saying 'Ah 
yeah St Matthew's, I've heard of that~ 
It's not St Matthew's Church, it's the 
St Matthew's Project." In another 
10 years time it's hard to imagine 
Brixton sport without St Matthew's 
at its heart. 

Support the club by searching for 
the St Matthew's Project on www. 
LocalGiving.com and making a 
donation. The project is also looking 
for exhibition space in Brixton to 
display 10 years of its best photos. 
Send suggestions via the St Matthew's 
Project Facebook page. 

That way you can help us keep printing The Bugl~ every month with up-to-date NEWS, REVIEWS and more on the Blog. 
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Visit www.brixtonblog.com/donate to help by pledging a few pounds a month. 

We run on a shoestring b~dget and your support is much appreciated. -r 
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